Bear Howard Betchin, 3/24/79 

The nan who does not get discouraged is sick. The nan who permits discouragement 
to dominate, to make him quit, is lost. 

Prom the past 15 years along - and I’ve lived five decades longer than that - I 
could add much to your liot of causes for discouragement and dismay. But I could give 
you a very considerable list of entirely different nature. Please understand I do not have 
tha time. (And with thin please also forgive t)io typos*) 

Perfection is not a state of man. We suffer the flaws preached against in biblical 
days. Indeed, those who then preached had their own flaws. 

As you understand, my work addresses the functioning of our basic institutions. They 
.11 failed in time of great stress and as you note with the House committee, since then 
have also failed. 

Because I do not sensationalize to be exciting and attractive to relatively immature 
young adulj nrfndn i do not got many requests for lectures at colleges. But when I do I 
am honest, I do paint the kind of picture you see, but I do not stop there. For tills is 
not a world in which there is no hope, no progress. And while I delineate what you make 
what it can bo, a dismal situation, I try to show that it really isn't. As two examples, 
and although I was on my way to the hospital with serious illness when I got Poflt Mqgfcga 
to Idic printer, sines then I have obtained about 200,000 previously secret pages of of~ 
ficial records. 1 won't kid you and say it was easy. It wasn't. But it was possible. And 
there will be more. These will always be available now to your generation and to those that 
follow, for wliatever uses you con find. As I wind up the question period after speaking, 
can you think of a country - not only now but ever in man's history - where I could have 
done what* now do? In even the land of the Magna Carta there is an official secrets act. 
For its freedoms Canada has the same re *rfcric tiona • 

You soy we won't survive as a free land for another 200 years. I think we can and I 
live and work on the basic assumption it is possible and more than worth the struggle. 

Governments tend to bo authoritarian, whether of the right or the loft or between. 
Tpxise of authoritarian power andpredisposition tend to perpetuate themselves and their 
beliefs. In our land they are not the majority. *t also iantrue that after the 60s those 
of tho college generation, found going easier on tie smooth road that has no high peaks 
and no deep valleys. Most, but by no means all. 

History and faith un humankind provide comfort and reassurance. From Bruoe and his 
depression before tho fireplace while tho spider persisted in seeking to spin a web to 
Washington at Valley Forgo to now, when men are not Jailed for 25 years for stealing a 
70 loaf of bread to feed their kids, as they wefe in the Groat depression. For all our 
present failings the hungrjfcy, for tlie most part, arc fed. Those ghetto kids who have what 
it takes can and do escape the ghetto. 

We are th4 people of Zenger, who established a since corrupted press freedom; or *aine 
who was not overwhelmed by the times that try mens' souls; of Thoreau who asked Emerson 
what he was doing out of Jail; and of tho citizens' army that helped end the worst tyranny 
of modern times when I was you ago — and with a clear history of pacifism unlisted. 

There will never be a time when there will not be those who won't cop out when you 
show your peers wliat you report. But ire are also tho people, of tho Jackson who sold that 
one determined man can become a majority. 

The future of freedom lies in the hands, the hearts and the souls of the countless 
Howard Hetchlns whose souls are tried but who nr- not summer soldiers; who will go to Jail 
if need be (and as helped turn the country around in the 60s), which is extremely rare; 
who understand the effort is worthwhile and will make wliat effort they can and not be 
ema3Culatod by discouragement ; who t.'iink through and realise the alternative permits no 



alternative for those who cars about freedom and want it for tlieniseim,, tnexr lamujLuc 
and their follow men; and who I a3. uro you from long, costly and painful experience will 
cone to a point in their lives vlren they can look back and V* more than content fron the 
realisation that to tho degree life and its rosponaibilitieo and the varying capabilities 
ofi each perm t ted have dome what they could to make this a better land, a better world 
and no matter how small the contrubution ae^ it v/as a constructive contribution to freedom. 

^illustrate that X am not Pollyana and am not putting you on with a }>ersonal story, 
o-oo JJj never tell. I malm? the exception because of the t6ne as well as the words of your 
letter. 

r fhicj paui wu«k 1 w:is b:for 2 the* federal court of ap.eala for about the fifth time 
with a single suit, for tho results of the sz-ectrographio and neutron activation analyses 
in tho HFiC case. Ky first raqueot of the FBI, which followed inquiry at the Archives, was 
on Pay 23, 1966. In tho first suit I lost all the way to the b U praao °ourt. Here I am, 
nobody, roaliy. Invoke and in dbbt. ^nitially with an ineffectual lawyer. But then a bright 
young nan who had not yet taken his bar exaninationa Just happened to turn it. Hie briefing 
wae excellent, if it did not impress tl*> Supremo ^ourt. It did imoresa the ^ongrefts, which 
from this amended the investigatory files exemption of the Freedom of Information Act 
and then overrode Gerais, Ford's veto. One of the results is the fairly full exposure of 
sonic of the greatest damgers to freedom, the enormous domestic intelligence operations 
of those of tho dedicated wrong, Fra:. thid then is th-* virtual end of that groat danger 
to freedom and individual rights* 

strip broke and still in debt I ref ilea the case as the first case under the amended 
FOIA Act, In 1974. It wc-nt to court early in 1975. Since than it has boon to the appals 
court two more time. I think it is now on its way back to district court, where the fight 
will begin ail over again. 

Faced, wit), all this adversity and despite serious lindtations that in early 1975 
included serious illhesa I have nonetheless built what I believe ±o an important historical 
rrcord. fardon the avuncilar, but this w&o possible by what 1 think of as intellectual 
Judo. It was made possible by oil ioial disiioneeUoa that extended to tbu Judge, m partisan. 

Hub i»o is no way I can now lose this f-ase. li o way I can avoid tte belief that I have 
done something worthwhile, if at great oost, especially in time. Whatever the ultimate 
Judicial decision I liavo won - for everyone alas. 

I use this ae illustration, to show tl»t each Howard ltotchin in his own way con see 
and do his part and find tliat whatever tho and may be he is rewarded, hae done well with 
hit? fcirae on eorth and maybe. Just maybe, has done more. 

It is worth tho effort. I f ve lived it and know. 

But it f O l begins with understanding and with faith. Nothing is impossible save 2 or 
tliose who fr or. Poor os the Most corrosive of emotions. 

Confusion and discoumgemont arc natural, part of life. If you do not lot dismay 
dominate you, as it need not und sluould not, -hoy will puons and you will sec clearly 
that them is hope, that it requires effort, that tho effort, if not always easy, is its 
own reward, and that there ore owners wlio an, feel and do the way. 

If as a political sciontint you can turn on Just one who males a succosifll effort to 
nako boi33 improvement then you will have done well and it will be worth all the lows in 
life, like the one? in which you no « are. 

^ook backward only to loam, ^ook ahead and you will go ahead. And many others 
with you. 

Tiie-x* in aauue for concern. But not for dismay or hopelessness. 

If I did not trow ioy own experience believe tills I would not take the time to try 
to persuade you, to encourage you. 

j^f f VQ f ^ t g^ecture invitation near there I'll try to remember to lot you know go 



